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************************************************************************  
Our Mission:  To be the AGA chapter dedicated to providing continuous educational opportunities for our 

members, promoting AGA Government Financial Management certification with fidelity anchored in 
professionalism, integrity, and competency. 

 

Chapter President’s Message 
 

 
Welcome to the “Cowtowner” the Fort Worth AGA’s newsletter and to 2009.   Well its 

“DOW*” here in old Fort Worth, Texas. One day its 80 degrees, then we have a day or two of freezing 
stuff.  Just don’t pack those shorts too far away.  Oh yah, back to the new year.  In this issue you will 
find details on the following activities for CPE. 

 
FW Chapter offers Audio Conference on Feb 11.                                 Two hours of CPE 
Dallas Chapter is conducting an all day Fraud Seminar on Feb 19.      Eight hours of CPE 
Community Service: Empty Bowls on Feb 20.                           Good Community Service  
Dallas is sponsoring our regional two day PDC on April 23-24.          Sixteen hours of CPE 
 
Our Texas-Oklahoma Region RVP Helen Baker has provided an article on  “How we get our 

news”.  Check out her comments below. 
 
I have included minutes from the January Chapter Executive (CEC) meeting and our January 

audio conference chapter meeting.  An artile on the upcoming February 2009  audio conference is there, 
too. 
 We will keep you informed by newsletter as to our upcoming meeting dates, speakers and 
community service!  Please support your AGA Fort Worth Chapter. 
 

Volunteer!!  Be active!!  Help us be better for you! 

 

 Bob Kanaga, CGFM (817) 929-8243 
 Chapter President 
             2008-2009 Chapter Year 
 
*  Dead of Winter 
 

Community Service Event on February 20, 2009 

  
     Please sign up to either attend  or volunteer to work (OR BOTH) at the Tarrant Area 
Food Bank’s Empty Bowl event to be held on Friday, February 20, 2009.  Go to 
www.tafb.org to purchase a ticket to attend.  Call me at (817) 929-8243, if you want to 
volunteer for this event (The on line form does not work).  
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AGA-Fort Worth Chapter CEC Meeting January 21, 2009 
 
 The Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) met at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 21, 2009 at Room 
5A27 GSA Area in the Fritz G. Lanham Federal Building downtown Fort Worth, TX 76102.  Attendees were: Bob 
Kanaga (President) and Lakshmi Krishnamurthy (Co-Treasurer), and Bob Kanaga (Education).  Willie Hunter (Co-
Treasurer) and  Shad Sanders sent us their proxies. 
 
 Bob Kanaga, opened the meeting and thanked Lakshmi and Willie for attending for attending.  The 
following topics were discussed during the meeting: 

 

1. Treasurer Discussion. Co-Treasurer Lakshmi Krishnamurthy reported the chapter received a $5.00 membership 
dues check from National AGA.  She reported that she had received two $10 checks from Debbie Nelson, 
DCAA who attended the last two audio conferencec, but is not an AGA member.  

2.  Membership Discussion.  It was reported that we have $75 remaining in our incentive scholarship funds.  The 
Chapter could gain three new members by offering to pay $25 of a person’s AGA dues to help them become an 
AGA member. 

3. Community Service Activities.  Lakshmi Krishnamurthy reported that she is now an active, approved volunteer 
at the Fort Worth Presbyterian Night Shelter.  She said she works a three hour shift every other week.  Bob 
reported that he has scheduled the Chapter to work at the Tarrant Area Food Bank’s Empty Bowls event 
happening on February 20, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer please call Bob Kanaga 
at (817) 929-8243. 

 
4.  Chapter recognition Points.  Second Quarter Chapter Recognition Report was submitted on December 31, 

2008.  He reported that we now have 9,525 earned to date. 
 
5.  Next Audio Conference.  The next audio conference is February 11, 2009. 
 
6.  Next CEC Meeting.  Our next Chapter CEC Meeting will be Monday, February 9 at 5 p.m. at the 
Meadowbrook Public Library. 
 Our meeting ended at 3:15 p.m. 
 

Bob Kanaga 

Chapter President  
   

Message from Regional Vice President, Helene Baker 

January 2009 

In the news SEC Chairman has a challenge of the biggest investment frauds in history; General 

Accountability Office tales of their regulatory system that is seriously outdated; and VA’s long-term 

budget plan that is flawed to help veterans;  to include news on auditors misled in forged documents 

valuations brings us to the ever importance of continuing education through your “Association of 

Government Accountability” in keeping abreast of current ways of recognizing auditing and accounting 

dilemmas and how to report items that are not of norm in the ‘general principles of accounting’ and 

‘governmental practices.’  You may say you keep up with the news and wonder whether keeping up your 

membership or attracting new members to your association gives you benefits.  Whether you attend your 

local chapter functions or earn continuing educational credits through your employer your best updates 

are through your association as they provide creditable and knowledgeable speakers within your 

community.  Give some thought of your knowledge base and how you obtain your information. Reading 

articles of importance is one way and another of greater importance is attending your local chapter 
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activities with educational speakers giving you one on one feedback to answer your questions that 

benefits your ‘best business practices’.  Take this moment to renew your membership online or through 

your local chapter membership director.  Your local chapter is working towards giving you best 

educational speakers that will highlight the importance of your continuing membership whether you read 

your Chapter Newsletters, attend educational speaker luncheons and professional development 

conferences to the National Leadership Conferences and National Professional Development 

Conferences.  Your local chapter and National Association is working on your behalf to benefit you in 

keeping you updated on current practices and challenges that you face daily in your business practices.  

Helene Baker,  TX OK Regional VP 

Source:  http://www.theiia.org/intauditor/ 

 

Meeting Minutes for January 21, 2009  

Audio Conference on How XBRL Can Enable Improved Financial Performance Reporting  

 
Our January 21, 2009 AGA Chapter Meeting/Training Seminar was held at the Fritz Lanham 

Federal Building, Room 5A27, 819 Taylor Street, Fort Worth, Texas 76102.  We had a total of  seven 
members and guests present. 

The audio presentation was put on by AGA National.  The Speakers were: Mr. James L. Brimson, 
MS, Activity Based Management Institute; Mr. Clifton Williams, CGFM, CPA, Partner, Grant Thornton 
LLP;  Mr. Sunil Datt, MDA, PMP, CGFM, IBM Global Business Services; and Mr. Jim St. Clair, CISM, 
PMP, Senior Manager, Grant Thornton LLP. 

Bob Kanaga, Chapter President opened the meeting by welcoming all members and guests attending.    
This seminar addressed the following areas:  
Field of Study was Government Accounting by presenting discussions on Performance Based 

Management n(PBM) and E”X”tensible Business Reporting Language (XBRL).  The audio conference 
reported on  AGA’s important ongoing research involving the value of government financial and 
performance reporting. In this third in a series of audio conferences on the following general areas were 
discussed:  Performance-Based Management (PBM), Results of AGA research on PBM, The Data 
challenge of PBM, and XBRL as a solution to the challenge.   

AGA-sponsored research on Performance Based Management (PBM), participants reported on the 
new perspectives brought about by integrated financial and non-financial information. PBM delivers 
what one pilot test participant called “integrated (Data) awareness,” the big picture information that 
decision-makers need to keep their organizations steering in the right strategic direction. It also provides 
the data managers need to detect and solve performance problems. All this, plus PBM shows taxpayers 

both the how and what of their return on investment in government. When discussing the Integrated Data 
area of PBM the handout presented a cube with six labeled sides identified as:  Forecasting Data, 
Performance Measures, Financial Data, Budget, Strategic Goals, and Processes.  All of this Integrated 
Data was then shown to result in Multidimentional which included: Workload Forecasting, IT Strategy, 
Strategic Plan and Financial Statement Assessment.  See  www.XBRL.com for more details.  
      At the end of the seminar, the presenters held a question and answer session which lasted about 30 
minutes.  Each participant will be awarded 2 CPE for attending this seminar. 
 
     Special thanks was given to Gene Merrell for arranging the use of the GSA Conference Room.  
  
Our next meeting will be February 11, 2009.  It will be a two (2) hour seminar on “Building Fraud Risk 
Assessment into Audit Planning”.  It will be held in the Fritz G. Lanham Federal Building, 819 Taylor 
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Street, Room 5A30E or Room 5A27, Fort Worth, Texas 76102.  Sign in and a light lunch will start at 
12:30 P.M. and the audio presentation will be from 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
 

The meeting ended at 2:50 p.m. 

 
Bob Kanaga, CGFM 
Chapter President 
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 Below are two special seminars sponsored by the Dallas AGA Chapter: 
 

 

  

Fraud Detection and Prevention 

Next Month’s Training -- February 11, 2009  
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 Fort Worth AGA Chapter is pleased to announce its latest audio conference on fraud risk 
planning.  All professional standards require auditors to consider exposures from misconduct, 
wrongdoing and fraud. Requirements may include brainstorming sessions during audit planning, 
discovery based testing and analyzing red flags surfaced to determine the true cause. But too often, 
practical limitations of time and other resources get in the way of full on the job implementation. 

 This session will show government audit and accounting professionals how to balance their 
fraud deterrence and detection responsibilities. Topics covered will include: 

·          Identifying fraud risks in program operations and accounting 

·          How to brainstorm fraud risks in an audit setting 

·          The Fraud Loss Scorecard—starting point of prevention and detection efforts 

·          Why controls will not prevent fraud 

·          Putting real action behind the concept of Professional Skepticism 

·          Early Fraud Detection: how to build detection into every day activities 

·          How to sell improvement ideas to managers and their staff 

To share his expertise in fraud auditing is John J. Hall, CPA, a consultant, speaker and seminar 
instructor. He helps clients: create a comprehensive anti-fraud environment; identify and assess areas of 
exposure to wrongdoing, misconduct and fraud; strengthen fraud prevention and detection controls; and 
enhance personal and professional effectiveness. John also helps clients handle incidents of wrongdoing, 
misconduct and fraud. These services include incident investigation, preparation and review of fidelity 
bond insurance claims, coordination with law enforcement and prosecutors, and identification and 
correction of control failures related to the incident. 

 Please join us for two hours of lively discussion about this important and timely topic. In 
addition to the speakers’ commentary, there will be approximately 20 minutes for Q & A so that the 
participants can ask the speakers questions and share their own experiences. 

Date: Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Location: Fritz G. Lanham Federal Building, 819 Taylor Street, Room 5A30E South  or 5A27 (5th 
Floor, GSA Area), Fort Worth, TX  76102 

Time: Lunch: 12:30 to 1:00 ,  Presentation 1:00 – 2:50 p.m.  

Learning Objectives: To learn various techniques and approaches to fraud risk planning. 

Prerequisite: Some familiarity with work force issues   Advance Prep: None required      

CPE: Two credit hours   Field of Study: Auditing 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

                   Bank balance as of December 31, 2008 is $5,969.94.     
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 Lakshmi Krishnamurthy &Willie Hunter 

Co-Treasurers Fort Worth Chapter 

 

Chapter Recognition Points as of September 2008  

 
Points earned through December 2008 are 9,525 Points 

 

Next Chapter Recognition Report will be completed by March 31, 2009. 

Chapter Activity Plan for 2008-09 Chapter Year 

Months 

CEC Meetings Chapter Luncheons Community Service/Social 

Activity 

Other Events 

 

May   2008 
 Wed. May 14, 2008  

Audio Conference 
Ethics                           2 CPE 

  

 

June   2008 

Thur. June 5 

CEC Meeting 
Discuss Chapter Revitalization  June 1 

Officer’s List Due 

 

July   2008 

Sat. July 12  

CEC Meeting held by 
phone 

Discussed Chapter Revitalization 
with National & RVP several 
times. 

 July 15 

Chapter Plans Due 

 

August 2008 

Fri. Aug 22 

CEC Meeting held by 
phone 

Revitalization Luncheon with 
local CFOs set for August 26 at 
Reata at 11:30 a.m. 

  

September 

2008 

Wed. Sept 3 

CEC Meeting 
Wed. Sept 10, 2008 

Audio Conference 
Fraud Prevention & Detection 

                                           2 CPE 

 Sept 30 

First Qtr CRP Due 
Annual Chapter Audit 
Due 

 

October 

 2008 

Mon. October 13 

CEC Meeting 
Wed. October 15, 2008 

Audio Conference 
Results of AGA’s Research on 

Performance Based Management 

reporting                             2 
CPE 

  

 

November 

2008 

Tues. November 18 

CEC Meeting 
Wed. November 12, 2008 

Audio Conference 
Internal Controls           2 CPE 

Buy gifts for Salvation 
Army Angel Tree Angels 

 

 

December 

2008 

Mon. December 8 

CEC Meeting 
Wed. December 10, 2008 

Audio Conference 
21st Century Financial 

Managers: New Mix of Skills & 

Education Levels                        2 
CPE 

 Dec 31 

Second Qtr CRP Due 

 

January 2009 

Mon. January 21 

CEC Meeting 
Wed.  January 21, 2009 

 

How XBRL Can Enable 

Improved Financial & 

Performance Reporting                       
2 CPE 

  

 

February 

2009 

Thur. February 9 

CEC Meeting 
Wed.  February 11, 2009 

Audio Conference 
Fraud                                2 CPE 

Attend the Tarrant Area 
Food Bank’s Empty Bowls 
event 

 

 

March 2009 

Thur. March ? 

CEC Meeting 
Wed. March 11, 2009 

Audio Conference 
Internal Controls            2 CPE 

 Mar 31 

Third Qtr CRP Due 

 

April 2009 

Thur. April ? 

CEC Meeting 
Wed. April 8, 2009 

Audio Conference 
Auditing                           2 CPE 

Sell soft drinks at MayFest Chapter Officer 
Elections 
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May 2009 

 

Thur. May ? 

CEC Meeting 
Welcome new Officers 

Wed. May 9, 2009 

Audio Conference 
Ethics                          2 CPE 

Donate prizes to the Junk 
Yard Dog Golf Tournament. 

May 31 

Fourth Qtr CRP Due  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CEC Meetings:   at 5:00 p.m. Meadowbrook Public Library, 2800 Stark St., in East Fort Worth, TX 
76112  
Chapter Meetings: See Audio Conference location below 
Audio Conferences: Fritz G. Lanham Federal Bldg, 5th Floor (GSA), Suite 5A32E 
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POSITION 

 

 

NAME & AGENCY 

 

 

WORK PHONE 

 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 

 
President 

 
Bob Kanaga 

 

 

(817) 929--8243 rhkanaga@aol.com 

 

President- 

   Elect 
   

Secretary    

Co-Treasurer  Lakshmi Krishnamurthy 

 
 

(817) 437-0451 

Krishnamurthy.lakshmi@gmail.net 

Co-Treasurer Willie Hunter 

SBA 

 

(817) 684-5342 willie.hunter@sba.gov 

Newsletter     

Education     

Co-Programs    

Co-Programs Bob Kanaga 

 

 

(817) 929-8243 rhkanaga@aol.com 

 

Meetings    

Publicity    

Community 

   Service 
   

Membership Shad Sanders 

DCAA 

(817) 763-4885 shad.sanders@dcaa.mil 

CGFM     

Awards By Committee 

 
  

Historian Lakshmi Krishnamurthy (817) 437-0451 Krishnamurthy.lakshmi@gmail.net 

Early 

  Careers 
   

Webmaster Debbie Currie  

 
(404) 808-7924 agaftw@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past 

President 
   

Regional VP Helene Baker (832) 567-9872 helenebaker@satx.rr.com 
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